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The issue of Classroom Size in Education
Introduction
The concept of classroom size in education has continued to make headlines in developed countries. Educational researchers are rattling opposition from policymakers on the issues relating to classroom size. Policymakers who exemplify the politicians have argued from the financial point of view recounting that classroom size reduction is largely expensive to implement, leave alone its maintenance. Researchers on their end have often found that classroom size reduction is very effective in long term learning achievement on a learner. All these opposing ideologies are logical, bearing what is at stake in expectations from such policies. This concept, however, has two sides having which include having a larger population of learners in the classroom and reducing the number of learners per classroom. The two sides of the issue are similarly coded with towering pros and cons. The best alternative, nonetheless, is reducing classroom sizes to attain much-needed educational goals and objectives.
Analysis of Classroom Size in Educational Setting
Whereas it is true that increased classroom populations negatively affect the student-teacher correlation, it is also true that reduced classroom size can also negatively affect the same relationship between the two variables mentioned. A student benefits largely when he gets increased attention from the teacher (Ola, 2017). Several research studies compiled by Berger & Ohman (2019) have shown that the establishment of a closer association of the teacher with the learner helps to correct and prevent clandestine behaviors acquired through teenage experience. On the same note, Berger & Ohman (2019) discuss that when the number of students are reduced in a classroom a lot of pressure may mount on learners with individual difference who would otherwise cope well with the large number in the class. In comparison, both increased and reduced number of learners in a classroom possesses pros and cons.
Reducing the number of learners in a classroom requires planning that involves enormous financial requirements. Many countries, including the United States, have often found funding elementary and secondary schools too expensive to maintain with the growing number of learners with almost divergent needs. Kahan & McKenzie (2017) discuss that failure to strategize the students’ population in classroom setups has prompted schools to strategize other mechanisms such as After School Programs and remedial teaching. In many advanced states like California, school administrations have opted to using online platforms to comprehensively cater for the additional learning requirements for an increased population of learners per class (Spinelli, 2019).
Schools have had to depend on their own mechanisms in order to guarantee the parents and the professional society that learning indeed is taking place in schools. In addition, reducing the classroom size should emanate from elementary schools as the learner becomes well-coalesced in learning aptitude in his school life entirety. By relatively weighing the pros and cons of the population of learners in a classroom, there is clearly a growing need for reduced classroom population size.
Pros of Reduced Classroom Size
Reduced classroom size is beneficial for exemplary academic performance or general learning outcome. Spinelli (2019) discusses that reduced numbers of learners in a classroom is beneficial for teaching extensive subjects like sciences and mathematics that require learner’s closer concentration and participation. As the teacher delivers his content, he can closely examine the procedural inputs of the learner on each topic. Ola (2017) adds that practical learning methodologies, such as heuristic approaches, can be cautiously tailored for each learner’s needs. Furthermore, many scholars have argued that if reduced classroom size is to effectively take place and yield better learning outcomes like envisioned, then it should be rolled out from the elementary levels. This argument is advantageous to the learners as they get well acquainted with the program from an early age.
Making reduced classroom size a common policy for all public schools guarantees the learners from low socioeconomic backgrounds and marginalized communities a better chance of attaining the utmost potentials of education. Unequal distribution of educational resources in the United States has, for instance, been the reason why many demographic populations show lagging or disparity in college entry programs. Kahan & McKenzie (2017) discuss the issue from the ethnicity point of view in the United States. Minor races such as Hispanics and African American community lag in achieving the most out of the current policies being used in the majority of elementary and senior schools. Reduced classroom size is a probable assurance of equity and quality education in a consciously diverged capitalistic state.
Cons of Reduced Classroom Size
Among the leading cons of reduced class size is the cost that comes with it. This policy would involve hiring more trained personnel than the ordinary number. When an average classroom is to contain between 20-30 learners, the number of teachers must similarly correlate with the ratio of students for effectiveness to be achieved. In many cases, the costs will equally be needed to develop new classrooms and purchase extra educational resources. These are finances that very many district schools lack. A question would correspondingly arise on the nature of learning that takes place in reduced classroom setups.
Critics have maintained that if there will be the implementation of this policy, then it should also scale down to extra-curricular activities. When it gets to this point, Van Alten et al. (2019) discuss that costs will not only be the expensive side effect, but the frequent conflicts within the educational administrative body in institutions will also result in misaligned responsibilities without a framework of their implementation.
Reduced classroom size can negatively affect the population of learners who descend from socially active backgrounds. Just like psychologists argue that behavior can be changed from peer influence, learning outcomes can concurrently be paired with social relations within school settings. If the district educational directive is given that classes should contain around twenty students, the probability of having students with learning disorders such as dyslexia and dyscalculia in one class can be high (Berger & Ohman, 2019). Generally, the atmosphere for learning in such a classroom could become oppressive hence thwarting the efforts of the policy that aim to effectively underscore exemplary results.
Pros of Large Classroom Size
Learners become independent and build on their personal skills in large classroom settings. With the increased number of learners, students must strive on their own to follow up with the teacher to attain the maximized benefits of the lessons. In a broader view, this follow-up enables the learners to acquire individual responsibility and intrinsic motivation that can be transferred to other areas in life.  Berger & Ohman (2019) elaborate that learning in a big classroom becomes active and lively because of different participation. Discussions of other methodologies of teaching can also be used to creatively impact classroom strive for excellence.
Schools that have increased learner populations are occasionally well-endowed with state resources that equally appreciate extra-curricular activities. This is to say that states provide resources such as game equipment, drama and art assisting professionals that make learning wholesome through the incorporation of academic and extra-curricular activities. It is easier to have an all-rounded learner because of the many alternatives that are readily provided by governments to schools.
Cons of Large Classroom Size
Recent research studies on the nature of large classroom sizes indicate that learners do not get the full potential of academic achievement. Specific research by Spinelli (2019) showed that the lack of proper classroom control is on the top list of the complaints of teachers in public schools when handling bigger classrooms. Adolescent behaviours that are negative to classroom expectations often go uncorrected and consequently result in dismal performance.  On the same note, the learners hibernate undetermined characteristics that later on lead to unbecoming correlation in the comparison of graduate students’ behaviors.
Relaying feedback to the learners after evaluation becomes difficult when there is a bigger number to handle simultaneously in the case of large classrooms. This contributes to the learners’ disengagement impacts from learning as they are rarely recognized. Some learners are motivated when their performance is recognized by the teacher. In a populated classroom of over forty students, learning becomes mundanely monotonous and it is very easy to find learners reporting a lack of interest in school. Furthermore, frequent cases of bullying are reported in schools with an increased classroom population. Berger & Ohman (2019) conclude that these inconsistencies in populated public schools are the leading causes of dropout rates.
Conclusion
Traditionally, schools have been structured and formulated to accommodate an increased number of learners per classroom. This has been the case until recently when evaluations from many research studies indicate lackadaisical outcomes in having a large number of learners in a class setting. Disadvantages such as learner notoriety, increased dropout rates, overcrowding, delayed evaluation feedbacks and learner disengagement are continuing to rise at the expense of classroom size policy that needs revision. Since the tradition has been to have an increased number of learners per class to meet the number of teachers hired per school, the best alternative is to implement policies that will encourage reduced classroom size.  Reduced classroom size is beneficial in many ways, including learner specialization from an early age, equity in the distribution of educational resources in low-income and marginalized communities and improved learner-teacher professional relationships. All in all, it is time for reduced classroom size to be implemented in order to curb the growing list of disadvantages occasioned by increased classroom populations.
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